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Deep Reading:
To provide another opportunity to develop high level
reading skills, I have been working with three groups
of middle and upper primary students on a program
we call Deep Reading.

Whole School Assembly—2021.
What an exciting day!!! Finally, we are back in the
hall!! Here are some photos from our first and
second assembly. The student leaders are doing
a fantastic job facilitating assembly. We have a
new Welcome to Country and we are singing the
new National Anthem. We are helping the audience develop their listening skills. It takes a lot to
run an assembly but I think the student assembly
leaders are already doing a mighty fine job!

Assembly Leaders
Being active is really important. Here is what Omar
and Mervaist think about being active at Pooraka
school.
All students should be involved with sports because
they will learn co-operation, leadership, sportsmanship and it will teach them a little bit about the
world, not to mention it will get them active and fit.
At Pooraka Primary the kids play soccer, basketball,
dodgeball, volleyball, chasey and tennis.
This gets them ready for sports day!
Parent/Teacher interviews.
Parent teacher interviews will be held in Term 2.
Monday 3rd May to Friday 7th May.
This is a great time to meet with your child’s
teacher and discuss their learning progress.

Deep reading exposes students to a variety of challenging texts, which may need to be read multiple
times, in order to deeply consider and explore the
text’s meaning, the intent of the author and how the
text connects to our lives.
“Deep reading requires human beings to call upon
and develop attentional skills, to be thoughtful and
fully aware. Unlike watching TV, or engaging in other
forms digital entertainment, deep reading is not an
escape, but a discovery. Reading deeply, we find our
own plots and stories unfolding in the language and
voice of others.” Taken from “Transforming Literacy”
by Robert Waxler and Maureen Hall
The effort and contributions of all students involved
have been outstanding and inspirational. By David
Warren
Deep Reading Groups:
The deep reading group is a group of excellent
readers who are fluent readers, great at decoding
and have excellent comprehension skills when
reading. The group is like a guided reading group.
Mr Warren is leading the groups and we’ve got
students from year 3 to year 7 participating in the
sessions.
The people in these group are the year 6/7s Oscar,
Saoirse, Sarina, Mya, Olivia, Mervaist, Riley F and
Omar.
The year 5/6’s are Fahima, Alex V, Rania, Jesse,
Lily, Rhyder, Mia and Chelsea, and the year 3/4’s
are Jacob, Dexter, Sonya, Sarah, Ella, Triell and
Melad. These groups work with Mr Warren in the
science room and work with harder books. These
groups only work for 45 minutes once a week but
gets a lot done.
Reported by, Oscar Smith

More information will be coming out soon!
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Teaching Problem-Solving Skills to Children
Whether it’s a toy-related conflict, a tough math
equation, or negative peer pressure, kids of ALL ages
face problems and challenges on a daily basis.
As parents or teachers, we can’t always be there to
solve every problem for our children. In fact, this isn’t
our job. Our job is to TEACH our children how to
solve problems by themselves. This way, they can
become confident, independent, and successful
individuals.
Instead of giving up or getting frustrated when they
encounter a challenge, kids with problem-solving
skills manage their emotions, think creatively, and
persist until they find a solution. Naturally, these
abilities go hand-in-hand with a growth mindset.
HOW to teach problem-solving skills to kids depends
on their age (and their cognitive / social / emotional
capacity). As cognitive abilities and the size of the
child’s challenges grow and evolve over time, so
should your approach to teaching problem-solving
skills. (excerpt from How to Teach Problem-Solving Skills to

Worrying is nothing to be ashamed of. In fact,
it’s a normal part of our existence. However,
worrying about things you can’t control - like
the weather or someone else’s behaviour - will
drain you of the mental strength you need to be
your best.

Kids by Ashley Cullins)

When you stop worrying about things you can’t
control, you’ll have more time and energy to
devote to the things you do have control over.
So when you’re faced with a problem or
experiencing discomfort, ask yourself, “Is this a
problem I can solve? Or do I need to change
how I feel about the problem?” If it’s within
your control, tackle the problem. If it’s out of
your control, focus on changing your emotional
state.

When you give children skills and strategies for
solving problems, they'll feel more confident in their
ability to try. When problems arise, don’t rush to
solve your child’s problems for them. Instead, help
them walk through problem-solving steps. Offer
guidance when they need assistance, but encourage
them to solve problems on their own. If they are
unable to come up with a solution, step in and help
them think of some. But don't automatically tell them
what to do.
A 2010 study published in Behaviour Research and
Therapy found that kids who lack problem-solving
skills may be at a higher risk of depression.
Additionally, the researchers found that teaching a
child problem-solving skills can improve mental
health.
At Pooraka Primary we support children to develop
their problem solving skills at all stages of their
development.
Not all children develop these
important social skills at the same rate, so we work
with individuals to scaffold learning and opportunities
to practice these skills and strategies. Our PERMA
Wellbeing and Resilience work also supports our
students by offering explicit learning opportunities and
time to develop important skills, like problem solving
strategies.
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When you take control of your
mind you’ll start to see that you
can choose your own attitude and
behaviour, but you can’t control
many external factors.

International Women’s Day - March 8th

A challenged world is an alert world and from challenge
comes change. We can all choose to challenge and call out
gender bias and inequality.
We can all choose to seek out and celebrate women's
achievements. Collectively, we can all help create an
inclusive world. So let's all choose to challenge.
How will you help forge a gender equal world?
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